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PREFACE 


PROFESSOR ROBERT FRANCIS HARPER, after twenty-two 
years of untiring devotion to the task of publishing this 
series of texts, and particularly during the past three 
years toiling under a heavy burden of ill-health, died on 
August 5th, 1914, in the midst of his work, shortly before 
the completion of the present Part. 


It was my privilege during the past summer to assist in 
the preparation of first copies for about twenty plates of the 
present work, and in the proof reading of the whole. At 
Dr. HarpeEr’s death the entire volume was in type, and 
eighty-eight plates had been read in proof. I am responsible 
for the final readings of Nos. 1606-1613, 1615~1619, 1622— 
1637 inclusive, 1639, 1641 and 1644, also for the reading and 
correction of the indices. 


The present Part contains the texts of one hundred and 
two tablets. On many of these texts the name of the scribe 
has been broken away. No attempt has been made to 
classify such letters. Again, few restorations of the text 
have been undertaken. Nos. 1586, 1604, 1626, and 1627 
have been published by THompson. Nos. 1606, 1628 and 
1631 appear in IJ1 RAWLINSON, and Nos. 1587 and 1604 
are published by BEZOLD. 


Many of these tablets are broken and most difficult to 
read, and in such it is often impossible to form a connected 


vi 


text. There are as many different handwritings as there 
were scribes. Hence there may be a number of places where 
scholars may differ on the readings. 


It was the purpose of PROFESSOR HARPER, often ex- 
pressed in the preceding Parts, to make a final collation at 
the end of the series of all the Letter texts, in the hope of 
being able to decide the reading of many passages, about 
which there was, to his mind, still some uncertainty. To 
that extent the work as he planned it remains incomplete, 
but he lived to see set up in type all the texts of importance 
in the series, 


Special acknowledgments are due to Dr. E. A. WALLIS 
BUDGE, the Keeper of the Department of Egyptian and 
Assyrian Antiquities, British Museum, for his courtesy, and 
particularly for his deep interest and friendly counsel, without 
which the present Part could not have been thus concluded. 


Acknowledgments are also due to the other members of 
the Department; Messrs. KING and HALL, for their unfailing 
courtesy. To Dr. KING and to T. J. MEEK, Fellow in 
Semitics of the University of Chicago, who kindly read a 
number of proofs, I am indebted for suggestions as to the 
reading of several signs. 


To the Authorities of the University of Chicago, at 


whose direction this Part is completed, I beg to express 
my appreciation. 


LEROY WATERMAN. 


MEADVILLE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL, 
MEADVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA, 
October 12th, 1914. 
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